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Viiitors Ffequent Caisson Chamber On Floor Of
' thio River-Work To Be ComPleted

December 1

s
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(By Sylv ia Ragon)
,EbtToniS NOTE - Thc factr for

6r rtory bolow wcrc rccursd Pcr3on'
gf Uy i l i rr  Rrgon, for ' thc cxclurivc
ri  . i  Thc Evcning Nowr. Tho writ-ci  Th. Evcning Nowr. Tho writ-

o{ tbc rtory ir reid to have bcen
rcond womln in tho hirtorY of
Gomprny to havo entercd a Cair '
Chrmbor .  Thc f i re t  woman wa3

tb le ic  Mi r  Ed i th  Smi th  o f  Law-
roxobsr3, Ind., who vir i tcd a cha.rn'

}rr rcvcrel yoan ago. Mirr Ragon wad
trtrn ovor thc conrtruct ion work and
iato tho Caiuon chambcr by L. E.
Gorrdor, local mrnegGr and G. W.

,  Sa i th ,  r i r  rupcr in tendent .
Anehored in  the water  o f  the Ohio

river, unassumingi and steadily pro-
l .ssinK in the work of  laYing the
Sunrlatfon" upon which the structure
of a great traffic bridge across the
Ohio river from Jeffersonvil le is to
rk€, few who behold the barges and

truct ion s i te of  the Vang Con-
tion Company of Pittsburgh, Pa.,

nd Cumberland, Md., are aware of
re greatness of the work thdt is go.
g on before the residents of the

citieg fronting on the'river.
Building of bridges is not a new

eveat in the l ife of this commuirity,
but building bridges under the pre-
ronl knowledge of science and archi-
tecture, ig a new feature which few
rre ro fortunate as to come in close
eontadt to the actual task of con-
rtnrction. As the boats of the river
ce-rly men from shore to shore, it is
rcldom thought of and perhaps in
mrny cases unknown to those who

ze at the scaffolds and constrrtction
process that far beneath the,surface
of the water, a spot where few men
tread, a foreman and cre\rr of nine
men may be laboring in a chamber on

officials of the company and wort<-
men are nqw engaged.

displaced by air pressure that the
sreatest luie,' at lbast for some, of

Ithe bridge construction may be found.
i Feats of aviation ere prone to call
I forth enthusiasm,- and interest of the
I universe, but the thriUs of soaring
I through the air up amons the clouds,
l is a privilege becoming common to the
I populace, but the experience of de-
iscending gradually through the ladder
I of a steel shaft to the chamber on
I the bed of a great river and lo behold

e river bottom making ready to
nstruct a foundation'upon which a
r. of the new Ohio riv-er bridge is
riae.

]_: Plans and pictures of .the compldted
ftmeture have aroused the inierest
g9l ltlre three falls cities, as it has
lObte and nation wide interest. Thebrgdvgp^tagea of economic enterprise
,', pf. this ney feat of engineerin!, is,Ei"g antlcipated deeply in the tr6'irts

of the communities so close to the
ctructural making. However, 'few,
other than those, engaged in the act-
lpl construction prodesls of the bridse

, Ffq tfre pleasure of witnessing fifrt
:.bhd.the actual process of labo-r that

1. goes i.nto the- program outlined by the
iqqge$.1ess - of slience and architeiture
,' --Whfle the fulu_re will .Uiins taies
;ol the beau-ty of the coinpletef strue-

F"", and the importancb of the con-
y'ruction theregf, the present deals
!"tlh the beginnpg of the story, and
blngs- to view the work in which the

the actual work of building a bridge
pier, is one of the few plea-
sures that the experience of a l ife
offers.

"Sand Hogs," workmen who are
engaged in preparing the chamber for
sealing by cement, are accustomed to
the entrance of the engineers and
heads of the Company who come fre-
quently into their charn"ber. They 4re
further accustomed to the occasional
entrance of those who desire to vielry
the work first hand, however, the en-
trance of a woman into the caisson
chamber proves a just ixcuse for the
workmen to p'ause-and lend informa.
tion upon requctst, as to the work in
which they ar6 e4gaged, and as to the
mysterious chamber in which the
"hogs" are the supreme rulers.

The work of itsand llogs" em-
braces the sturdiness of manf,ood and
the strength of a Samson, "!rWe have
mgly men who come to us for work,"
said George-W. Srnith, air superintbn-
dent, "but we have few who-are will-
ing to enter the chamber for labor., '

Atmopphere Is Frigid
The ascensibn from th; chamber
the scaffold. tlp of the shaft gives

The chamber of Oaisson 6 is 23 by
36 feet and 6 feet from the euttin!
edge to the'-roof.. The caisson and
shafts are lighted by 

'electricity, 
the

eleetricity being. brought into the
chamber from two different sources
to assure light at all times. The bot-
tom of the caisson around the edge of
the rock is sealed by the aid of luge
mud. bags. In sinking the caisson for
Pier No. 5, Mr. Smith, fas success-
I'ul in locating a natural keyway
where the floor is well adapted and
naturally level. This is an un-usual oc-
curr_ance, because, according to heads
of the company, it is usua-lly neces-
sary to excavate in the process of lo-
cating a caisson and blasti4g of rock
;s the most usual process, Mr. Smith
said.

"S_and Hogs," engaged in the cai*s._
on ehambers, work seven and a half
hours, with one half hour for lunch.
The workjrg dqy.'o_f a ,,,Sand H"g,,,
ho\\'€ver, is not as the ordinary woik-
tng day of a laborer. Two thrle-hour
and forty-five rhinute shifts fill the
program of a $and Hog's dayrMen go
int,r the chamber at 8 i.,clock) for eix-
|!opl_e, co-me out at 11:4b, return at
12;15 and work unti l 4 o'ciock. Twen
ty-four hou.r shifts are maintained on
!h9^ compariy's -program. During-th;
half houn"break in the day,- the.
"Hogs" are brought to the iurface
and given a period of relaxation and
rest.

^ Eiq.ht yeeks ago, the yu1g.Con-
gtru.ction Company, after beinldlward
ed the contract for the construction
of the piers, brought their apparatus
to Jeffersonville ind taunetrih ,p;
the task. Little was said of iiie- act:ual'b^egiinning, 

. howevef, *ti"o u great
steel gtructure.to form the fiame
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Tho regrets of Boy Scouts, aa thay
stood about the aahea of thelr mcsg
hall that burned early Sundoy mom-
lng, were voiced by the entlro com-
munity Sundey and Monday. Tho
financial loss, to the George Rpgern
Clark Area of Boy Sdouts, i; of
course, a great handicap, and the losp
of the mess hall, l ikewise hamperu
the opportunity for carrying out- the
Scout Camping program.
_ However, with the tFue optimlsm

,that Scouting teaches, boys and those
/inter&ted in the moveriont, many'have egreed to lend o hand, and with
twenty-fi_ve men on the job today, be
ginning the reconstruction work, it it
hoped that by the end of the week,
the mess hall wil l have boen complot-
ed.

Citizens of the clty are asked. to
join forces and to aid in wheteler
way they can to re-eatablish the eamp
site as it was before tffe digaster oi
Sunday morning. A number of eit l-
zenr to{ay expressed a deeire to aid
the Scoiltr In the roplacernent of this
mess.hall, and updn request, The Evb
ning News lrir undertaken'the tark
of aiding the'Seputs in raioing the re,
placement fund.

The fund'is to be known aB the
"Scout Mess Hall Fund" and all con-
tributions 8re to be" submitt€d to the
Fvening News office, where they will,
in turn, be paid to the treasurer of
tbe Boy Seout tr'und. Contributlons
gill bp published from day to day in
The Evening News. Thd follo*ing
eontributions are reported: t -
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